
Youth Engagement in Water Sector 
From Participation to Ownership

Lesions from the Danube Region



“Young people are not only the future but also the present of water governance. 

Engaging them meaningfully is essential to fostering a new generation of water 

stewards who are equipped to tackle current and future water challenges through 

innovation, collaboration, and commitment to sustainability.”

WHY YOUTH MATTERS?



• The water sector is facing a generational (and technical) transition

• Growing water challenges in the region and beyond

• Young people are motivated — but often disconnected from institutions

• Engagement must move beyond awareness raising

WHY YOUTH MATTERS?



GWP CEE AND YOUTH



• PARTNERS: GWP CEE, Water research Institute - 

SVK, Ludovika University - HU UNI, Belgrade 

University - RS

• Empower young people in the Danube Region to 

engage more actively in water sector

• Learn about youth needs 

• Design and plan follow up activities

DANURELY PROJECT – WHAT WAS IT ABOUT?



• Need for practical experience

• Lack of entry opportunities

• Limited visibility of water careers

• Importance of mentorship 

• Need for interdisciplinary skills

• Desire for international networking

• Interest in policy interaction

DANURELY PROJECT – WHAT YOUTH SAYS?



DANURELY PROJECT – WHAT EXPERT SAYS?



• From awareness to empowerment!

• From participation to ownership!

• Practical experience

• Mentorship

• Policy exposure

• Regional networking

DANURELY PROJECT – WHAT WE CAN DO NOW?



• Online Hub dedicated to water experts in Danube Region

• Focus on Youth – ensure sustainable, moderated online community!

DANUBE WATER HUB



Thank you!

Primoz Skrt
primoz.skrt@gwpcee.org
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