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How EUSDR contributes to the prosperity of the Danube 
Region?

▪ Cooperation in the preparation, implementation and
capitalisation process of international projects as well as
in dissemination of the results,

▪ Focus on project funding, post 2020, embedding of
EUSDR objectives into EU funding schemes,

▪ Strengthening capacity building, preparing studies,
organizing workshops and conferences…

…and much more!

http://groupspaces.com/WaterQuality/


Revised EUSDR PA4 Action Plan 
Actions:
1. HAZARDOUS & EMERGING SUBSTANCES: Promote monitoring, prevention and 

reduction of water pollution deriving from hazardous and emerging substances (EU 
priority substances and watch list candidates as well as Danube basin specific 
pollutants candidates and others e.g. microplastics-plastics, pharmaceuticals, PFOS)

2. WASTE WATER: Continue boosting major investments in building, upgrading, 
maintaining and rehabilitating urban wastewater treatment facilities and promote 
alternative collection and treatment of wastewater in small rural settlements, 
including measures to build capacity at the regional and local level across the Danube 
basin

3. WATER & AGRICULTURE: Promote prevention and reduction of diffuse pollution, 
promote nutrient retention, smart irrigation and water reuse, foster and develop an 
active process of dialogue and cooperation between authorities responsible for 
agriculture and environment to ensure that measures are taken to address diffuse 
pollution and ensure smart water use

4. DRINKING WATER: Promote measures aimed at reducing knowledge deficits related to 
protecting water resources and safeguarding drinking water supply

5. MIGRATORY FISH: Promote measures to enable fish migration in the Danube river 
basin

6. CLIMATE CHANGE: Promote measures to adapt to climate change impacts in 
relation to water quality and quantity

7. TOOLS: Enhance cooperation, increase and exchange knowledge and secure 
financing to water quality measures in the Danube Region

http://groupspaces.com/WaterQuality/












Circular Economy Action Plan



















• Cohesion Fund: 42,5 B EUR
Environment, transport

• European Regional Development Fund (ERDF): 200 B 
EUR

Five policy objectives: 
1. A more competitive and smarter Europe 
2. A greener, low-carbon transitioning towards a net zero carbon economy and 

resilient Europe
3. More connected Europe 
4. More social and inclusive Europe 
5. A Europe closer to citizens

• Neighbourhood, Development and International 
Cooperation Instrument (NDICI): 71,8 B EUR

• JASPERS (Joint Assistance to Support Projects in European Regions)
Technical assistance partnership that helps cities and regions absorb European funds through top-quality projects 



• European Energy Efficiency Fund (www.eeef.lu)
An innovative public-private partnership that provides market-based 
financing for commercially viable public energy efficiency and renewable 
energy projects in the EU Member States 

• Horizon Europe: 90,1 B EUR
• Interreg: 7,95 B EUR
• LIFE+: 5,432 B EUR
Environment (€3.488 billion): 
- Nature and biodiversity (€2.143 billion) 
- Circular economy and quality of life (€1.345 billion) 

In the field of Climate (€1.944 billion): 
- Climate change mitigation and adaptation (€0.947 billion) 
- Clean energy transition (€0.997 billion) 

http://www.eeef.lu/










Horizon Europe Water 4 All – co-funded partnership



Provisional timeline

June
2021

Programme 
finalised

End 2021/ 

beginning 

2022

First 
semester  

2022

Submission to 
the Commission

Launch of the 
first call

www.interregeurope.eu/about-
us/2021-2027

By May
2022

Approval by the 
Commission

http://www.interregeurope.eu/about-us/2021-2027
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Projects on water

Water Technology Innovation Roadmaps

Water reuse policies advancement 
for resource efficient European 
regions

Improving the European Rivers Water 
Quality through Smart Water 
Management Policies

Sustainable heritage management of 
WAterway REgions

European Network of Lindane waste 
affected regions working together 
towards a greener environment

Floating Cultures in River Deltas
Sustainability of the land-sea 
system for eco-tourism strategies
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4 Priorities and 9 Specific Objectives
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SO 2.1 Supporting 
the energy transition 
to a climate-neutral 
central Europe 
• Smart integration 
of carbon-neutral 
solutions across 
sectors 
• Renewable energy 
sources 
• Energy efficiency of 
buildings and public 
infrastructures 
• Reduction of 
greenhouse gas 
emissions from 
industry and other 
sectors 
• Energy planning at 
local and regional 
levels 
• Energy demand 
management and 
behavioural change 
• Financing schemes 
for energy efficiency 
and renewable 
energy investments 
• Energy poverty 

SO 2.2. Increasing the 
resilience to climate 
change risks in central 
Europe 
• Climate change 
resilience and 
adaptation measures 
• Climate-proof 
landscape and urban 
planning 
• Resilience to weather 
extremes and related 
hazards (rainfall 
events, floods, 
landslides, heat, 
draughts, water 
scarcity, wildfires etc.) 
• Risk awareness, 
prevention and 
management 
• Socio-economic and 
health-related impacts 
of climate change 

SO 2.3. Taking circular 
economy forward in 
central Europe 
• Waste prevention 
and management, 
recycling and recovery 
of resources and raw 
materials 
• Repair and re-use 
• Circular economy 
value chains 
• Clean production 
processes and closed 
loop systems 
• Sustainable product 
design (e.g. eco-
design) and product 
development 
processes 
• Behavioural changes 
of producers, 
consumers, public 
buyers etc. 

SO 2.4. Safeguarding the 
environment in central 
• Biodiversity conservation 
and recovery, including 
urban green spaces 
• Protection of natural 
heritage, ecosystems and 
valuable areas incl. Natura 
2000 sites 
• Reduction of 
environmental pollution (air, 
water, soil, noise, light etc.) 
and their human health 
impacts 
• Integrated environmental 
management and 
sustainable use of natural 
resources 
• Sustainable land 
management and landscape 
planning that optimize 
human activities with 
biodiversity protection and 
enhancement measures 
• Ecosystem services (e.g. 
production of food and 
water, clean air, recreational 
benefits) 
• Restoration of degraded 
ecosystems 
• Sustainable tourism and 
the valorisation of natural 
heritage 
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Danube Region Programme 
2021-27 thematic scope
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Danube Region Programme 
2021-27 thematic scope

SO 2.3 Sustainable, integrated, transnational water and sediment 
management in the Danube River Basin ensuring good quality and 
quantity of waters and sediment balance

Focus 1: Capacities for prevention and mitigation of water pollution or for 
restoration of good quality of transnational water bodies 

Focus 2: Harmonising management practises between water management and 
other key sectors to improve quality and quantity of water and sediment in 
transnational river systems, taking into consideration potential impacts of CC

Focus 3: Transnational coordination of water supply management, especially in 
relation to basin-wide importance of groundwater bodies
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SO2.3 Sustainable water & sediment management – type of actions

➢ Harmonised data availability, monitoring, modelling systems for 
transnational water management 

➢ Strengthening capacities to prevent and mitigate water pollution or 
restore good quality of water

➢ Improving sediment balance and related morphodynamics

➢ Potentials of floodplain reconnection to improve water quality

➢ Monitoring, modelling of transboundary groundwater systems

➢ Measures ensuring balanced use of water, regarding CC impacts

➢ Measures in connection to CC induced low water periods on 
transnational rivers of DRB (sediment, navigation, HPP)

Danube Region Programme 
2021-27 thematic scope
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ENI CALL FOR PROPOSALS IS LAUNCHED: €6 MILLION TO FINANCE PROJECTS IN 
MOLDOVA AND UKRAINE

to increase the institutional capacity of the Ukrainian/ Moldovan stakeholders to 
develop and implement transnational projects in the thematic fields of the Danube 
Programme 2021-2027 through enhanced cooperation of relevant stakeholders at 

national, regional and local levels.

focus on Improve institutional capacities to tackle major societal challenges

The call is open from the 26th January until the 10th March, 15:00 hrs CET.

Danube Region Programme 
new call
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https://waterquality.danube-region.eu/

Thank you for your attention!
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