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Universal access to sanitation  -

a human development perspective
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Rural access to piped water and a country’s wealth 
relate to the sanitation service rural people enjoy



A decent living standard should go beyond unhygienic pit 

latrines  – despite this often being “acceptable” or “traditional



The urban-rural gap is understandably even higher 

for sewer connections than for flush toilet access

▪ “Networked” rural wastewater solutions may not be affordable or 

economically optimal for rural areas (settlements below 2,000 p.e. or even 

larger)

▪ Individual on-site sanitation (IAS) – at least for some countries – to be a 

substantive solution to achieve the SDGs 

(based on site specific analysis)



What do rural people want? 

▪ Pit latrine users are generally unsatisfied while flush toilets user much 

more satisfied with their sanitation solution

▪ Most rural user wish to improve their overall bathroom situation: toilet, 

shower, and in some case the disposal



On-site sanitation corresponds with user preferences, but 

affordability is a constraint without public financial support



But the sanitation service chain 

in rural areas is broken
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Emptying practices widely vary…pit latrine owners mostly 

rebuild while soak pits or septic tanks are not emptied much



There is demand for emptying by informal market 

actors, however without regulation and enforcement

▪ Local governments have little involvement in rural sanitation promotion and 

information provision

▪ There is no supervision of construction and/or a vacuum in normative 

documents for approved sanitation technologies

▪ Emptying services informal mostly and disposal in septage/treatment sites not 

enforced or incentivized

▪ Scheduled emptying services not a part of the standard service of utilities



Future Directions and 

Global lessons rural sanitation programs
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Challenges on rural sanitation in Danube region have a lot in 

common with low- and middle-income countries
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Lack of ownership and subsequent financing
Often seen as a private issue

2.3 billion people still lack basic sanitation services, 
out of which 70% live in rural areas

Lack of affordable, aspirational 
solutions that reach rural markets

Sustaining safe sanitation practices through behavior 
change and social norms

Arrangements for O&M and emptying

Rural areas are often neglected and are at a 
disadvantage compared to urban areas 

Tailored approaches are needed to reach the 
most vulnerable



Developments are reflected in revised Rural  

Sanitation Building Blocks

A: Enabling 
environment: 

policy, 
regulations,
monitoring, 

funding

B: Changing and 
sustaining 

behaviors at 
home and in 
institutions

C: Market 
development for 

products and 
services

D: Reaching the 
last mile with 

public financial 
support



▪ Government ownership and 

leadership in sanitation 

programming

▪ Capacity building of government 

institutions at all levels, including 

local self-governments

▪ Policy and regulatory framework

▪ Area-wide approaches

▪ Secure financing for the different 

components

▪ Monitoring outcomes and 

benchmarking

A. Enabling Environment



B. Behavior change through multiple channels: local government, 

community and house-to-house engagement, businesses and providers
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C. Sanitation Market Development
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▪ Product and market 
development aligned 
with approved standards

▪ Entrepreneur training

▪ One-stop shop models to 
simplify to customer 
journey

▪ Access to business 
credit

▪ Complementary output-
based subsidies for 
households



D. Reaching the rural poor requires a tailored 

approach to overcome multiple barriers 

Vendor support,

Micro Credit

Behavior or social 

norms

Market failure 

(no suppliers offering an 

affordable product) 

If the major constraint is:

Poverty

Then…

Behavior change 

interventions 

Subsidy, Incentives, 

Cash Transfers

MicrofinanceAccess to credit



Lessons Learnt from India –

World’s Largest Rural Sanitation Program
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POLITICAL
LEADERSHIP

PUBLIC
FINANCING

PARTNERSHIPS PEOPLE’S PARTICIPATION

Political will and 
leadership from the 
top is critical

Put your money where 
your mouth is (Over $20 
billion committed) 

Engage with Dev. Partners, 
NGOs, pvt sector, civil 
society, media

Sanitation not a 
government programme, 
but a people’s movement



Going forward
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