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Abstract

Water policy and management needs to take into account and integrate different water uses and the protection
of water resources and aquatic ecosystems. Better policy is based on best scientific and technical knowledge.
The availability of scientific knowledge is key to integrate environmental, agricultural and other sectoral policy
objectives, as required by the Green Deal through the Zero Pollution and the Farm to Fork Strategy.

The objective of the Knowledge Hub for Water (https://water.jrc.ec.europa.eu/) is to provide scientific evidence,
data and web tools developed in JRC projects to support EU water policy and its integration with other sectoral
policies, such as agriculture, energy, climate, with a focus on environmental and health protection, as required
by the EU Green Deal.


https://water.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
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1 Introduction

Water is a key resource for several sectors: agriculture, energy production, domestic supply, industry. Aquatic
ecosystems are also home to a rich biodiversity and offer many cultural and recreational opportunities. Water
policy and management needs to take into account and integrate different water uses and the protection of
water resources and aquatic ecosystems. Better policy are based on best scientific and technical knowledge.
The availability of scientific knowledge is key to integrate environmental, agricultural and other sectoral policy
objectives, as required by the Green Deal through the Zero Pollution and the Farm to Fork Strategy.

The objective of the Knowledge Hub for Water (https://water.jrcec.europa.eu/) is to provide scientific
evidence, data and web tools developed in JRC projects to support EU water policy and its integration with other
sectoral policies, such as agriculture, energy, climate, with a focus on environmental and health protection, as
required by the EU Green Deal.

The vision is to develop a flexible web platform including scientific knowledge and data tools supporting both
the water policies and their integration with other sectoral policies, with a specific focus on the
environmental impacts of the agricultural policy, using water as an integrative element. Policy makers and
implementers at the EU, national and regional level will find an easy entry point and visualization of relevant
scientific information, by using map viewers, dash boards, story maps, and ad hoc synthesis.

The Knowledge Hub for Water showcases relevant outcome of JRC assessments to support the implementation
and integration of EU water, agricultural and other sectoral policies. It was built on and it is the continuation of
the experience of the Knowledge Hub for Water and Agriculture (Grizzetti et al. 2018; Vigiak et al. 2019; 2021).

This report describes the main features of the Knowledge Hub for Water, as in December 2022. The web portal
is conceived as a flexible space, developed by building blocks, that in future could be further expanded hosting
the outcomes of other JRC projects relevant for water policy support.

The Knowledge Hub for Water is called Water Portal in the JRC GOVIS registration system.


https://water.jrc.ec.europa.eu/

2 Knowledge Hub for Water - Content and structure

The entry page (https://water jrc.ec.europa.eu/) of the Knowledge Hub for Water describes the purpose of the
web site and offers the possibility to explore the content by topics. As at December 2022, six topics have been
developed:

1. Water and agriculture - former Knowledge Hub on Water and Agriculture (no updates, only new
layout) (see Grizzetti et al. 2018; Vigiak et al. 2019; 2021).

2. Integrated nutrient management - results and data of the JRC INMAP study, which will be published
in 2023 together with the Commission’s Integrated Nutrient Management Action Plan (INMAP)

3. Nature-based solutions - results and data of the JRC Nature-based solutions project.

4. Nutrient toolkit - best practice for establishing nutrient concentrations to support good ecological
status

5. EU Sewage Sentinel System for SARS-CoV-2 - European Commission Digital European Exchange
Platform for SARS-CoV-2 and its variants

6. Nitrates Directive viewer - The Nitrates Directive dashboard by JRC - Reporting Period 7 (2016-
2019)
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Water and Integrated nutsient  Naturebased  Nuient  Sewage and
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cientific evidence and d

Browse site by topic



https://water.jrc.ec.europa.eu/

From the entry page the reader can also directly see the story maps, which illustrate fertiliser pollution,
irrigation and nature-based solutions in Europe in a friendly and visual manner, and access the Information
data tools of the Knowledge Hub on Water and Agriculture, where dashboards and maps can be browsed
interactively. These interactive tools can also be accessed through from the topic pages.
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2.2 Integrated nutrient management
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2.3 Nature-based solutions
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2.4 Nutrient toolkit
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2.6 Nitrates Directive viewer
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GETTING IN TOUCH WITH THE EU
In person

All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct centres. You can find the address of the centre nearest you online

(european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us en).

On the phone or in writing

Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European Union. You can contact this service:
— by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these calls),

— at the following standard number: +32 22999696,

— via the following form: european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us en.

FINDING INFORMATION ABOUT THE EU
Online

Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa website (european-
union.europa.eu).

EU publications

You can view or order EU publications at op.europa.eu/en/publications. Multiple copies of free publications can be obtained by
contacting Europe Direct or your local documentation centre (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us en).

EU law and related documents

For access to legal information from the EU, including all EU law since 1951 in all the official language versions, go to EUR-Lex (eur-
lex.europa.eu).

Open data from the EU

The portal data.europa.eu provides access to open datasets from the EU institutions, bodies and agencies. These can be downloaded
and reused for free, for both commercial and non-commercial purposes. The portal also provides access to a wealth of datasets
from European countries.
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