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EU – Drinking Water Directive 
setting the pace for future drinking water quality requirements

in the course of the iaWD – General 
assembly a presentation and 
discussion was conducted by the 
iaWD – Member, OVGW (austrian 
Waterworks association), on the 
proposed changes to the Eu – 
Drinking Water Directive which will 
affect water operators.

OVGW expressed concerns 
about some of the issues in the 
current version of the Eu-DWD. 
OVGW is playing a very active 
role in the consultation process 
for the development of the new 
Eu – Drinking Water Directive. in 
this process an active input from 
waterworks associations is essential 
in avoiding increasing efforts and 
costs for the water sector.

OVGW also prepared a proposal 
for amendments of the draft of the  
Eu – Drinking Water Directive.  
Proposals from national water asso-
ciations have to be administrated 
through the respective Members of Eu 
– Parliament of the respective country.

in case of specific questions about 
the Directive and the documents 
available you may address directly 
the OVGW-expert, anna Pomassl, 
Email: pomassl@ovgw.at

The presentation and the 
amendments are available  
through the web page of iaWD  
www.iawd.at
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YWp chapter chairs meet at YWp Danube  
regional workshop in Vienna

in the frame of the 2018 Danube 
Water Conference, the Young 
Water Professionals (YWP) of the 
region had the chance to meet 
in the second YWPs Danube 
Regional workshop organized 
by iaWD with the support from 
the Danube Water Program. 
in total, 14 YWP representing 
11 countries were present to 
discuss the opportunities and 
challenges involved in creating 
a national YWP chapter and how 
organizations such as iaWD 
and iWa (international Water 
association) can support this 
action.

The final report of this workshop 
is published on iWa Connect as 
well as on the iaWD Website.



IAWD NEWSLETTER | June 20182

Executive Director of the year

New Honorary Members of iAWD

Heinz Robak
worked 25 years as an auditor of iaWD and 
actively helped to secure the positive financial 
development of iaWD. after his retirement he 
continued to work as auditor until the end of 
2017. Over the last years he actively assisted 
the Management of iaWD in the transition of the 
financial statement into the current new version.

The association of association Executives is 
the largest community of association executives 
in Europe and in the uK, and has members in 
many other countries, including africa, india 
and the Middle East. it is the largest association 
community outside north america.

The associations award, organised by the 
association of associations Executives, raises the 
profile of associations, their executives, and gives 
them the recognition for their effort and success. 

The Team of iaWD (secretariat and Technical 
secretariat) nominated Walter Kling in the 
category „Executive Director of the Year“ within 
the association awards 2018.

Heinz-Jürgen Brauch
contributed to iaWD since the 
founding in the year 1993. He 
supported iaWD activities with 
his outstanding knowledge on 
water quality issues and chaired 
the Technical scientific advisory 
Committee of iaWD. Mr. brauch 
also conducted successfully the “sampling tour” 
on the Danube River and regularly published 
a number of water quality articles in the iaWD 
annual Report. Mr. brauch was chief editor of the 
iaWD annual Report and was a driving force on 
the content. He helped delivering an interesting 
report showcasing the work of iaWD.

iaWD congratulated both new Honorary Members 
and thanked them both for their distinguishing 
work and achievements.

all nominations are judged by a prestigious 
judging panel consisting of influential association 
leaders and specialists, all focused on the 
continuous improvement of associations: uK, 
international, and European.

The Team of iaWD congratulates Walter Kling to 
his high ranking amongst the top three Executive 
Directors of the world!

at this year’s General assembly iaWD honoured two retiring colleagues as Honorary Members.
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Danube Water conference 2018

Third edition of the DWp brochure launched at the DWc 2018

since its launch in 2013, the Danube Water 
Conference, annually organized by iaWD and the 
World bank, has fostered knowledge exchange 
and provided networking opportunities to more 
than 900 experts and decision makers. The 
sixth Danube Water Conference on “achieving 
sustainable water and sanitation for all: progress, 
challenges and future actions in the Danube 
Region” was held on May 2-3, 2018 and brought 
together 165 participants coming from 16 
countries in the Danube region.

based on the feedback received in the evaluation 
forms of the last conference, this year’s conference 
offered more time and space for interactive 
sessions including two roundtable sessions and 
increased time for Q&a. The sessions included 
a number of best practices and case studies 
presentations on topics such as inclusive services 
and utility innovation and had a strong focus on 
capacity building activities. an important element 
of the conference was the inclusion of YWP by 
implementing a chair/co-chair system as well 

as the second phase of the Danube Water 
Program is coming to an end, it was about time 
to update the DWP brochure to present the 
achievements of this successful cooperation 
between iaWD and World bank. The current 
third edition highlights the important work in the 
region’s water sector carried out over the last six 

as offering the YWP an opportunity to present, 
moderate and rapporteur during the event.

in total, two keynotes, 27 presentations, four panel 
discussions, two roundtable discussions and five 
poster presentations took place in ten sessions.

Further information about the conference, such as 
presentations, photos and the conference report, 
can be found at: www.danube-water-program.org

years including the analytical and advisory work, 
the knowledge sharing activities, the Danube 
Learning Partnership and benchmarking activities 
to name a few.

The brochure can be downloaded at 
www.danube-water-program.org.
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D-Leap committee council meets to review progress

iWA Eastern European YWp conference celebrates its 10th anniversary

around 40 people joined the Danubis.org 
breakfast, which was held attached to the 2018 
Danube Water Conference on May 4, 2018, 
to hear the latest news about this important 
information sharing tool. The Danubis.org water 
platform has received its third batch of upgrades 
to increase user friendliness, create better 
linkages with social media and improve the events 
sections by introducing a new calendar widget.  
in addition, the set-up of the Country Portals has 
been aligned with the main page. The importance 
of Country portals e.g. for water utility associations 

On May 4, 2018 the D-LeaP Committee Council 
(members of Water utility associations that have 
joined iaWD) met in Vienna following the Danube 
Water Conference to review the progress in 
implementation and plan activities in support of 
further roll-out of D-LeaP programs. Committee 
Council Chairman sandi Zulic and Philip Weller 
of the iaWD-Technical secretariat presented 
an update of activities and suggestions for next 
steps. 

On May 7-12, 2018, the YWP of Eastern 
Europe and beyond met in Zagreb, Croatia 
to participate in the 10th edition of the iWa 
Eastern European YWP Conference, which 
was co-organized by iaWD. 200 participants 
coming from 40 countries had to choose out 
of 120 scientific presentations and 80 posters. 
in addition, six pre-congress workshops were 
offered, one of them dealing with Water safety 
and Crisis Management, which was hosted 
by iaWD in cooperation with the World bank  
(www.d-leap.org). 

Participants also enjoyed the time for 
“networking”, either at the Quiz night in Zagreb, 
the hiking tour at the Plitvicer national Park or 

has been demonstrated in an interview with Jane 
Vrteski representing aDKOM.

The session concluded with an open discussion on 
how to further improve and utilise Danubis.org.

in particular it was agreed that a revised Work 
Plan and budget would be prepared for the next 
meeting of the Council scheduled for fall 2018. a 
presentation was also given by Violeta Wolff of the 
iaWD-Technical secretariat on activities of RCDn 
which can support D-LeaP (i.e. Training of Trainer 
workshops and support for Focal Points).

For further information please visit: www.d-leap.org

in the frame of the Gala Dinner, which was held 
in	cooperation	with	ZOV	(Zagrebačke	otpadne	
vode d.o.o.), operator of the Zagreb Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, as they celebrated their 20th 
anniversary. Further information can be found 
at www.iawd.at.

New DANUBis.org features presented at DANUBis.org Breakfast
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Utility Benchmarking program 
Launch and Workshop of the Danube Hub in Zabljak and Tivat, Montenegro

News on the D-Leap program Water safety and crisis Management 
Training of Trainers program in Vienna successfully completed

End of March, the Training of Trainers for the 
Water safety Planning Curriculum under D-LeaP 
was completed. The training week at the Vienna 
Water Headquarters and the austria Trend Hotel 
ananas (both in Vienna) took place between 
March 26 and 30. Twelve nominated trainers from 
four associations participated: aDKOM, uTVsi, 
aQuasan and sHuKOs.

The first Danube Hub utility benchmarking 
exercise, which started as a pilot in late 2017, 
concluded in May 2018, and included 18 utilities 
from 9 countries: albania -3 utilities; bosnia and 
Herzegovina -5 utilities; Croatia -1 utility; Hungary 
-1 utility; Kosovo -2 utilities; Macedonia -2 utilities; 
Montenegro -1 utility; Romania -1 utility; and 
serbia -2 utilities. The Danube Hub 2018 exercise 
included the development of utility benchmarking 
reports, the organization of the 1st Danube Hub 
benchmarking workshop on March 22-23, 2018 
in Montenegro in a World Water Day event 
organized by the iaWD member, the Regional 
Water Company of Montenegro Coastal area, 
in the winter resort of Zabljak and in the coastal 
city of Tivat. as a conclusion to the exercise, a 
CEO dinner for Danube Hub utilities was held in 
the context of the Danube Water Conference in 
Vienna on May 4. it is expected that a vast majority 
of these utilities will continue to participate in the 

The workshop offered an intense week with 
a heavy emphasis on practical training, live 
exercises and scenario training, which included 
real-time simulations, interview trainings and 
on-time situation reports. all twelve trainers 
successfully completed the training and received 
their certification.

The training was supported by the following 
companies and institutions which as a consortium 
developed the content of the training: infraprotect, 
Energie aG Wasser from upper austria and Czech 
Republic, Vienna Waterworks, and OVGW. The 
delegated instructors were a very good mix of 
very seasoned consultants as well as top practical 
experts from waterworks and the austrian Water 
association.

For further information visit: www.d-leap.org

Danube Hub exercise for 2019, but also that a 
number of new utilities from all 17 countries of the 
Danube region will join the Danube Hub from mid-
2018 until early 2019 when the 2nd Danube Hub 
benchmarking workshop should take place. 

applications are now open to join:
www.d-leap.org/d-leap/the-danube-hub
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project Advisory Board 
Meeting convened on May 2, 2018 in Vienna

The 2nd RCDn Project advisory board (Pab)  
Meeting convened on May 2 in Vienna at the 
occasion of the Danube Water Conference 
2018. Participants from 16 partner associations 
(Local Government associations (LGas) and 
associations of Public utility Companies 
(aPuCs)), together with representatives of iaWD, 
naLas and GiZ were informed by the RCDn 
Project implementation Team (PiT) about the 
current progress of the project and the planned 
activities. in the first part of the meeting, after the 
welcoming words and the introduction by the Pab 
Chairperson, a short overview of the implemented 
activities and achieved results was provided since 
the 1st Pab meeting in november 2017:

capacity Development Measures
•	 CD plans for 2018 to strengthen the capacity 

of the partner associations at individual and 
organisational level have been developed  for 
capacitation of the Focal Points as well as of 
the LGas and aPuCs. 

•	 Pool of Trainers and Moderators established 
•	 Quality standards have been developed 

for training delivery, peer exchange and 
community of practice

•	 standard for conferences is under development
•	 Concept for Monitoring & Evaluation elaborated
•	 Concept for establishing the Knowledge 

Management system is still under 
development. 

•	 On-line tool to collect information and create 
regional inventory of existing CD products 
developed. 

•	 Curriculums and materials are developed 
for 4 out of 8 initial CD measures that will be 
implemented in 2018 (Quick Wins) 

•	 support for preparation of concepts and 
presentations for the CD and/or stakeholder 
Dialogue Platform sessions at 3 key events in 
the Wss sector: (1) Conference of aquasan 
network in Mostar, biH on 16 – 19 april, 2018, 
(2) aDKOM Conference in Ohrid, Macedonia 
on 24 - 26 april, 2018 and (3) Danube Water 
Conference in Vienna on 2 - 3 May, 2018.

Focal points
7 aPuCs and 5 LGas out of 16 partner associations 
nominated their Focal Points, from which 9 have 
been already contracted and are operational  
(6 aPuCs and 3 LGas). 

after attending the Opening Ceremony of the 
Danube Water Conference, the Pab meeting 
continued with its second part, which gave an 
overview of the planned activities until september 
2018 with particular focus on the role of the 
partner associations. The main focus in the 
following period will be: delegation of activities 
to partner associations; implementation of the 
CD plans with measures for strengthening the 
capacities of Focal Points and LGas and aPuCs 
for CD delivery; achievement of first and concrete 
results (Quick Wins) by delivering the developed 
CD products for municipalities and water utilities; 
testing RCDn standards in practice; strengthening 
the cooperation between LGas and aPuCs in 
each target country; involving iFis and donors at 
the early stage; improvement of the cooperation 
in the water and sanitation sector; and lobbying 
and advocacy for enabling CD framework.

The 3rd RCDn Pab meeting is planned for 
november 2018.


